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Special to The Star

PS 22, Laos — American
'%round operatioh§ against the
o Chi Minh trail have been
“geverely disrupted” by
North Vietnamese asSsauits
against this heavily guarded
airstrip, sources reported. .

PS 22 and its satellite strips,
PS 3 and PS 4, are on the east
edge of the Bolovens plateau
-in southern Laos, 5 miles from
‘the network of Communist
- reinforcement and supply
_routes to Cambodia and South

Vietnam known as the Ho Chi
Minh Trail. '

For years, PS 22 has- been

‘the home of men of the First
Special Guerrilla Unit, the 10th
Guerrilla Battalion and their
American commanders, a
handful of military men Work-

rng under the Central Intelli-

gence Agency.

~ Hanoi Raids Disrupt
- Ho Trail Interdiction
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These units.‘ rhoétly com- i
posed of Laos hill people with
a few Thais, total about 00 {

men. They have been responsi- |

ble for harassment raids and
pinpointing targets for U.S.
Air Force B52 strikes on the
south half of the Ho Chi Minh

guerrilla zone number one.

Now the guerrillas and their
U.S. commanders have had to
be replaced by Lao regular
troops.

" The guerrillas are ‘‘demor-
alized and disorganized,” said
a Lao military official.

The, Euerriuas have been
sent to Batheng Mountain near
the Bolovens town of Pak Song
for reorganization, including
strengthening by Thai special
forces and some Cambodians
newly sent to Laos, and re-
training by Thai advisers.

Few guerrilla teams are still
active. Instead of prowling the
Ho Chi Minh Trail compiex
and seeking North Vietnamese
concéntrations heading for
Cambodia, they are scouring
the Bolovens for large North
Vietnamese units whose tar-
gets are this air strip and Pak
song. '

Hanoi's troops already have
knocked out the American-run
air strips south of here, num-
bers 38, 166 and 172.

Twenty-nine guerrillas were
killed .and 66 seriously wound-

' ed here in December. This,
combined with the high total
of guerrilla deaths in actions
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throughout the plateau and
continued enemy rocket at-
tack, has driven the guerrillas

away, the Lao say.

Now about 1,000 Lao regular
troops are digging in here un-
der sporadic rocket attack.

Rolls of barbed wire are
being strung around the air
strip, foxholes are being con-
structed, claymore mines are
being laid and machineguns
sét up while armored cars are
flown in to provide additional
firepower.

Col. Khampen, the govern-
ment commander here, says
his instructions are to defend
PS 22 hecause the Lao govern-
ment is determined to retain
this last foothold on the east-
ern edge of the Bolovens pla-
teau. His troops are not in-
volved in operations on the
trails.

Site 3, a tiny air strip 1,000
feet higher on the hill above
the plateau in a stand of pine
{rees is seen by the colonel as
his key defense position here.

The site provides a resting
place for American forward
air controllers dodging anti-
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afrévaft ¥ - long the Sekhong
Valley.

The coliapse of the guerril-
Jas here &. bite 22 is undoubt-
edly havi1g dire consequen-
ces for ~rierlcans, Cambo-
dians and Lao alike,

Americ: 1 intelligence has
been deprived of its eyes on
this part of the trail.

The No-tli Vietnamese tan
now mov: supplies and rein-
forcemen‘s into Cambodia al-
most at w il

The L:2» government, ac-
cording o the Lao military,
has been fcreed to commit its
last reserves to a fixed de-
fense of t! e Bolovens.

The fal' of PS 22, which is
presently oxtremely likely,
would se» this reserve force
cut off & long way from help
and posshiv lead to the fall of
Pak Son:

This would put the North
Vietnamese completely in con-
trol of the Bolovens and pro-
vide a new base against Cam-
bodia ami sSouth Vietnam.

Such a move would severely
hinder a:v South Vietnamese
drive inte- south Laos to smash
the trail - +a.
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TdBacked'
Thai Buildup
Seen Indaos
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: Wa‘_s"hingtpﬂ podt Starf Writer !
“Thailand 8 »E Ading several
battalfons of sbectal guerrilla’
100} “the gofithern Laos
‘panhandle for the first time
lag paft of 2 U.S.-backed plan
to hardsy -gxpanding Commu-
nist supfly lines, Congression-
al ‘soliffcés’ -¢laim.
. ‘Defense ard State Depart-
ment ‘officials, asked about
sych  moves, said they could
reither confirm nor deny

them. ™ SR "‘"’*‘T'—w,i R
e reporis have ‘also come
to the attention of Sen. Walter
1y, Mondale (D-Minn.) who,
{ate yesterday, gent a letter to
{president Nixon asking for a
‘public clarification.
-1t ;mthentic, Mondale said,
b pet ditdertaking of this
Kind carifes the risk of grow-
ting American railitary embroil-i
f-,mehﬁ’fri"sup'pcrt of the action,
1'as’ well a8 the provacation of |
) sdme escalation by the enemy
in regponse’or in anticipation.” |
"According to Capitol Hil!
sourees, the plan’ to uyse thel
| Thais -wis "conceived this fall
by the Washington gpecial Ac-
tion Group. .
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i En Al f;ﬁngenby“ “plan, it -
R T v 4w opération, to send South Viet |

The group 18 2 small, top-|namese froops on 2a swee

jevel collection of State, De-|through southern Laos.

{ense Eind “ﬂﬁte‘HOuse Uffici- Thai battalions accqrdi“'

als. : ¢ j -
) to informed sources, have ©i-:

Behind -the plan, theselerated against Communis

gources say, was a three-prong-
ed scheme {0 impede the flow
of Narth” Vietnaloese war ma-
terial movitg “through ‘Laos
and into Communist base
camps in southern 1.aos and
Cambodia without using U.S.
ground troops or advisers,
whom Congress has barred
from Laos.

The Thai force, said to num-
ber more than 1,000 men, has
allegedly move d across the
border and into the Bolovens
Plateau area of Laos in recent
weeks. 1

The Thais reportedly are be-
ing used to polster a 3,000-
5,000-man __Laotian anti-Com-
munist guerriﬁa‘?ﬁrc’é*which
has been operating in the
same arva since last summer
as part of an earlier U.S.-back-
ed eifort.

U.S. air support
provided to the
Thai-Lavs {orce. 15,000 men to guard the

The other two parfs of the|work of trails.
plan reportedly included mov-{ Military leaders say
ing some Cambodian troops Comminists probably
{o the northern borderg of
their country to attack &

lines in that area, and

handle region.

West, also referred to

having

areas.”

past several months,
there as at least 65,000.

three-fourths of the
is being|gcross ~southern Laos

y  sweep
or some time.
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border into the southern paz

Pex'ltagon offciials, for

“The Communists have 2 3
pushed {heir operating & =t

forces in northern 1208 0!
previous occasions but hav
not previously crossed tv

Hanol Radio, in a broadea
on Dec. 29 monitored in tt
1o
Thai government “clicque” 3¢
wgneakily introduc i,
additional Thai troops into 1€
Bolovens and Long Ch n
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heen increasingly councerr R
over the big Communist bui 3 |
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yp in southern Laos. Milit:
sources have pegged the = & |
of the North Vietnamese fo =
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